Historical Tour of the Mill at Tariffville

This building was constructed in 1840. It was built to hold many massive power looms to weave woolen
carpet using waterpower from the river. It was the last stage in the creation of carpets from sheep wool.
Other buildings in the complex did the early stages of the process. Along with many buildings in the
complex it burned to the ground in 1867. It was reconstructed in 1874 for a new use and has had many
different uses in its 185 year life.

Now divided into two floors and many offices, this was originally a single undivided floor with a high
ceiling. The floor was crowded with rows of looms and many shafts hung from the ceiling with pullies
driving leather belts to turn the looms. A turbine in the basement powered the ceiling shafts.

Entering the lobby from the front door please look around for all the historical exhibits that are on the
walls. To the left are four photographs. The first shows a dam that was used until 1919. Nextis a
photograph of this building after the disastrous fire. The third photo is of a hydrogen fueled balloon which
was demonstrated in 1917 for the military for spotting enemy troops at a distance. Last is a photo from
the 1930’s of the International Oxygen Company. Some of these buildings were washed away in the
floods of 1955. If you look at the brick wall to the left of these photos you can see that it's the same as in
the picture of the fire. That part of the building survived, and the rest of this building was rebuilt with the
same bricks and to the original design.

On the right side of the lobby, next to the door, is a history of the village. Next to the stairwell is a history of
the many businesses that occupied the Mill. On the opposite wall is a 1940’s photo of the Poly-Choke
Company. Down the hallway there is a drawing prepared in 1896 as part of an application for fire
insurance for the Tariffvile Lace Company. Continue to the end of the hallway.

Climb the stairwell to the second floor and turn right down the hall. Along the walls are photos of the
Tariffville train station, a view of the river, and the train trestle crossing in front of the Mill. Last there is a
photo of the famous 1878 Tariffville train wreck into the river.

Head down the stairwell noting the photos along the wall of the two hurricane floods of 1955. Continue
down the stairs to the basement where you can see the massive brick arch construction that was needed
to support the enormous weight of the many power looms and equipment. If you look up at the ceiling,
you can see some slots cut into the first floor in pairs. These slots were for the leather belts that carried
the power from the turbine in the basement to the shafts on the ceiling above the first floor. There once
was a long shaft hung from the basement ceiling which transferred its rotation to these belts.

Follow the corridor to the end. Note the sign Tail Race on the door that once led to the location of the
turbine and its discharge channel. As we exit the building, you can see the brick arch that guided the
water back to the river. The canal that brought the water to the turbine has been filled in and is no longer
visible.
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