\lHISTORY OF THE MILL AT TARIFFVILLE ‘A

1824 Congress raises the tariff on imported manufactured
woolen goods to 33 1/3 percent.

1908 The United Oxygen and Chemical Company makes
oxygen and hydrogen by electrolysis of water.

1825 The Tariff Manufacturing Company builds the
first US mill to manufacture woolen carpets.
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1910 The Tariffville Oxygen & Chemical Company takes
over the bankrupt United Oxygen & Chemical.

1840 Renamed the Hartford Carpet Company, new
buildings are added with new looms powered by water.

1926 The International Oxygen Company purchases
the business, later joins Union Carbide as Linde.
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1850 The Canal Railroad builds a spur to the Mill
to take carpets to market. Tariffville is booming!

1939 The Poly-Choke company produces devices (chokes)
for shotguns for hunting or target shooting.

Most of the factory buildings and some of the worker
1867 housing is destroyed by fire. The boom is over.

1955 Poly-Choke adds a 43ft x 44ft addition to the
front of the Mill.

1874 The Connecticut Screw Company rebuilds the Mill
with new water turbines to power new machines.

1955 In August the massive Flood of 1955 causes heavy
damage to the Mill. Poly-Choke moves out.

1879 The Connecticut Screw Company files bankruptcy.
The Mill reverts to the Hartford Carpet Company.

1956 The Tariffville Manufacturing Company purchases
the Mill for its woodworking business.
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1880 The Hartford Cutlery Company installs new

machines to manufacture knives.

1959 The State begins constructing Route 189 and disposes
of trap rock to raise the level of the Mill yard.

1881 The Hartford Cutlery is sold to Fhe Union Company
in Naugatuck and leaves the Mill.

1965 Aero Space Industries, Inc. purchases the Mill to
lease it to Hamilton Standard.

1882 The Hartford Silk Company purchases the property
and installs new machines to weave silk cloth.

1984 Aero Space Industries adds an addition to the
North face of the Mill for Hamilton Standard.

1886 The Hartford Silk President absconds with company
funds and the Mill reverts to Hartford Carpet.

1992 Simsbury disallows new businesses in the Mill
because it is in the flood plain as defined by the town.

Congress passes a tariff of 60% on imported
1890 lace products.

1998 Simsbury agrees to accept the FEMA Flood Plain
Maps. The Mill is now not in the flood plain.

3

1891 The Frgnk Wilkinson Company of England purchases
the Mill and worker housing to make lace in the US.

3

2000 Applied Porous Technology, Inc. leases the 1984
addition and later expands into the front building.

1896 The lace factory adds an electrical generator for
200 incandescent lamps in the Mill.

2003 Greg Gartner and Steven Stang purchase the Mill
and begin signing new tenants to leases.

1899 Local investors form the Tariffville Lace Manufacturing
Company and purchase the lace business.




